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July 20, 2004

Virginia Bonker, Partner & Co-Founder, Blue Rock Capital

Examples of Effective Fund-Raising Pitches
Registration, 11:30 a.m.; Meeting, 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.

NOTE:  NEW LOCATION ONLY FOR JUNE & JULY MEETINGS:

Headquarters Plaza Hotel, 3 Headquarters Plaza, Morristown, NJ

(Directions Only 973-898-9100)

Fund-raising is an art, not a science.  The pitch is an important part.  It needs to grip the listener in the first 30 seconds and have them leaning forward for more.  It is storytelling at its best.  And part of good story-telling is setting the stage, having the right actors and knowing your audience.  All of these topics and more will be discussed in an interactive session.
Virginia Bonker is a Partner and co-founder of Blue Rock Capital, a private equity fund focused on investing in early-stage information technology and service businesses in the eastern US.  She currently serves on the Boards of Integrated Chipware, Ranch Networks, GAIN Capital and previously, Edison Schools (Nasdaq: EDSN).  Ginnie also joined the Board of CMGI, Inc. (Nasdaq: CMGI) in April 2001 and is on several US Trust Advisory Boards.   

Ginnie was formerly a Vice President with the Sprout Group, the venture capital affiliate of Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette (now Credit Suisse First Boston).  Ginnie was also an Investment Analyst with DLJ’s Investment Banking Group and, prior to that, worked as a Systems Analyst and Product Marketing Engineer at Hewlett-Packard.  She received her MBA with Highest Honors from Columbia University and her undergraduate degree in Computer Science with Electrical Engineering from Harvard College.  Ginnie was also an International Rotary Scholar, studying philosophy in Southeast Asia.  

Upcoming Meetings

August, 2004 – No Meeting

September 21, 2004 (Luncheon, Westin Governor Morris Hotel)  – Virginia Postrel,  Author of "The Substance of Style"

October 25, 2004 – All Day Showcase
Please preregister; an attendance list is distributed at the meeting.  Send your check payable to VANJ (charge for members is $25 and $45 for nonmembers), along with this form to be received no later thanFriday before the meeting to VANJ, Box 1982, Morristown, NJ 07962-1982.  Telephone reservations are taken only if mail would not be timely and are treated as late registrations.  Call Clara Stricchiola at (973) 631-5680, or fax your reservation to (973) 984-9634 / E-Mail: clara@vanj.com.   There is a $10.00 surcharge for late registrations/payment at meeting.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your Name:                                                                                            Title:

Company & Type of Industry: 

Address                                                                                              City/State/Zip+4 code                                                                              


                                 Phone:                                 Fax:                                  E-Mail ___________________Amount Enclosed _______________


(Check One)      Entrepreneur              Investor/Lender                Consultant               Seeking New Job _____

Venture Association  New Jersey is a monthly forum  (www.vanj.com) created to stimulate interaction among business founders and managers, equity investors and lenders, executives seeking new positions, professionals whose services are helpful to company managers and founders, and representatives of major corporations.  During lunch, attendees mingle, exchange information, and introduce themselves and their businesses to the group.
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