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DATE:
Tuesday, March 19, 2002

TOPIC:  
Entrepreneurs Turned VC’s – An Inside Look At Venture Capital 

From Venture Capitalists Who Were Entrepreneurs
TIME:
Registration, 11:30 a.m.; Meeting, 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.

PLACE:
    
The Westin (Formerly The Governor Morris Hotel), Morristown, NJ



    
Directions Only - Call Hotel 973-539-7300

Our panel consists of three entrepreneurs who have built successful high-tech companies.  They will share their unique perspectives on how to prepare your company to raise venture capital.  Entrepreneurs and VCs often speak different languages.  Having lived in both worlds, this panel will translate and explain the different languages and motivations of entrepreneurs and VCs.  Expect a lively, interactive discussion along with entertaining and informative anecdotes.  

Moderator - Joe Allegra, Edison Venture Fund  - Joe, is a successful entrepreneur and senior software company executive, experienced in business/product strategy, sales and marketing.  His perspective as an entrepreneur and a VC make him a valuable asset to portfolio company management.   As a partner at Edison, Joe focuses on New Jersey companies, evaluating new investment opportunities and helping to guide existing portfolio companies.  He serves as a director of three Edison investments: Connextive, Ripple Technologies and VirtualEdge.  Previously, Joe was co-founder and CEO of Princeton Softech, which he guided to $40M in annual revenues.  Princeton Softech was a rapidly growing, profitable company that built and marketed database products to Fortune 1000 companies.  Princeton Softech was named twice to the INC. 500 list of fastest growing companies.  Earlier, he was VP of R&D for Computer Associates (CA) and Applied Data Research (ADR).  Joe co-founded the Software Association of New Jersey and was Chairman of the New Jersey Technology Council (NJTC).  He led the organization and initial financing for NJTC's first venture fund.  He is a board member of the NJTC and the Rutgers Venture Advisory Council and on the advisory board of the New Jersey Economic Development Authority’s Seed Loan program.  He was also a management and investment banking consultant for several technology companies.   

Panel - Mike DiPiano, NewSpring Ventures - Mike is a Partner of NewSpring adding broad operations experience to the team.  He was Chairman of Maxwell Systems, a venture-funded e-commerce company and co-founded four venture backed startups, including MessageLink, HR Division, Alliance One, and Vytek Wireless.   From 1996 until 1998 Mike was affiliated with Safeguard Scientifics Inc. and their related venture funds, serving in high-level management positions, and working on investment matters with several of their wireless and IT related companies.   Mike is a Director of Ecount, Millstar Group, Maxwell Systems, MessageLink, HR Division, Ripple Technologies, Vytek Wireless, and University City Science Center. 

Tom Drury, BaseCamp Ventures - Tom is a successful technology entrepreneur.   For over 20 years, he successfully led the startup and management of several entrepreneurial, high technology ventures.  In June 2000, Tom transitioned into venture capital, and is a General Partner and Managing Director of BaseCamp Ventures.   Tom has broad experience in start up, financing and management of  entrepreneurial, technology businesses with a hands-on, customer-focused CEO background, including marketing, product development, finance, operating, and leadership experience.  Tom has a strong technical background in varied hardware, software, telecommunications, and web technologies.   From 1995 until joining BaseCamp, Tom was President & CEO of Sensar, Inc., a prominent, New Jersey based venture capital and strategic partner financed technology company developing optical hardware and software products.   Tom currently serves as a Director of five early stage companies, is a Board Member of the New Jersey Technology Council, and is an Advisory Board Member of the Ben Franklin Technology Partnership, and the New Jersey Economic Development Authority’s Seed Loan program.  

Upcoming Meetings

April 16, 2002 - Fred Beste, President & CEO – Mid-Atlantic Venture Funds – Raising Money in the Venture Capital Nuclear Winter

Monday, May 13, 2002  - Second Annual Entrepreneurs Expo - VC & Angel Investors Describe Good and Bad Deals 

Please preregister; an attendance list is distributed at the meeting.  Send your check payable to VANJ (charge for members is $25 and $45 for nonmembers), along with this form to be received no later thanFriday before the meeting to VANJ, Box 1982, Morristown, NJ 07962-1982.  Telephone reservations are taken only if mail would not be timely and are treated as late registrations.  Call Clara Stricchiola at (973) 631-5680, or fax your reservation to (973) 984-9634 / E-Mail: clara@vanj.com.   There is a $10.00 surcharge for late registrations/payment at meeting.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Your Name:                                                                                            Title:

Company & Type of Industry: 

Address                                                                                              City/State/Zip+4 code                                                                              


                                 Phone:                                 Fax:                                  E-Mail ___________________Amount Enclosed _______________


(Check One)      Entrepreneur              Investor/Lender                Consultant               Seeking New Job _____

Venture Association  New Jersey is a monthly forum created to stimulate interaction among business founders and managers, equity investors and lenders, executives seeking new positions, professionals whose services are helpful to company managers and founders, and representatives of major corporations.  During lunch, attendees mingle, exchange information, and introduce themselves and their businesses to the group.
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