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November 16, 2004

Deborah Devedjian, Managing Partner, Copernicus Learning Fund, LP

NEW LOCATION FOR NOVEMBER ONLY:  Hanover Marriott, 1401 Rt. 10 East, Whippany, NJ

11:30 Registration; 12:00 noon – 2:00 Luncheon

Directions Only Call:  973-538-8811
Balls of Steel and Tons of Chocolate –

How Investors and Entrepreneurs Need To Work Together:
Lessons from the Trenches
 

Deborah Devedjian is a builder and restructurer of businesses with a strong record in private equity investing and international business and is a nationally-recognized expert in the Education and Training industry. She launched Copernicus Learning Fund, LP in 2002 to address the needs of the underserved $2 trillion global Education & Training industry. Copernicus invests in for-profit companies in K-12, university and post-secondary, corporate training, lifelong learning, and human capital management; investments can be made all over the world and in online and bricks and mortar companies. Copernicus has four global institutional investors, including Goldman Sachs Foundation.  Deal size ranges from $2 million to $200 million (latter distressed debt).

Previously at Warburg Pincus, one of the world’s largest global private equity firms, with $14 billion under management, Ms. Devedjian created and led the firm’s Education & Training Investment Group.  In 1994, she founded RoundTable Partners, Inc., in Berlin, Germany and Philadelphia, PA.  RoundTable Partners is an international venture finance and advisory boutique that incubates high tech ventures and turns around middle market companies. She also co-founded and chaired the board of a plant biotech company having licensed patented technologies from universities.   

In 1990, she was the first American selected for the 10-member founding team to write the business plan and launch operations of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in London--a $13 billion merchant bank financing private sector ventures in Eastern Europe and the former USSR. Ms. Devedjian ultimately headed the Bank's Real Estate Group, generating $1 billion in market-based debt and equity transactions in Moscow, St. Petersburg, Prague, Warsaw, Budapest, and Armenia. Previously for four years, she formulated corporate strategies for The Boston Consulting Group.

A native of Philadelphia, Ms. Devedjian holds a B.A. cum laude in Economics and in Art History from Yale University and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School. She serves on numerous educational, civic, and cultural boards.

Upcoming Meetings

December 14, 2004  

Speaker To Be Announced
Please pre-register; an attendance list is distributed at the meeting.  Send your check payable to VANJ (charge for members is $25 and $45 for nonmembers), along with this form to be received no later than Monday before the meeting to VANJ, Box 1982, Morristown, NJ 07962-1982.  Telephone reservations are taken only if mail would not be timely.  Call Clara Stricchiola at (973) 631-5680, or fax your reservation to (973) 984-9634 / E-Mail: clara@vanj.com.   There is a $10.00 surcharge for late registrations/payment at meeting.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your Name:                                                                                            Title:

Company & Type of Industry: 

Address                                                                                              City/State/Zip+4 code                                                                              


                                 Phone:                                 Fax:                                  E-Mail ___________________Amount Enclosed _______________


(Check One)      Entrepreneur              Investor/Lender                Consultant               Seeking New Job _____
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