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September 21, 2004

Virginia Postrel, Journalist & Author 

Headquarters Plaza Hotel, 3 Headquarters Plaza, Morristown, NJ 07960

11:30 Registration; 12:00 noon – 2:00 Luncheon

Directions:  http://www.hqplazahotel.com/directions.htm
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Virginia Postrel: The Substance of Style

From airport terminals decorated like Starbucks to the popularity of hair dye among teenage boys, one thing is clear: we have entered the Age of Aesthetics. Sensory appeals are everywhere, and they are intensifying, radically changing how Americans live and work.

Every startup, product, or public space calls for an aesthetic touch, which gives us more choices, and more responsibility. By now, we all rely on style to express identity. And aesthetics has become too important to be left to the aesthetes.

In her new book, The Substance of Style: How the Rise of Aesthetic Value Is Remaking Commerce, Culture, and Consciousness, Postrel shows that the “look and feel” of people, places, and things are more important than we think. Aesthetic pleasure taps deep human instincts and is essential for creativity and growth. Drawing from fields as diverse as fashion, real estate, politics, design, and economics, Postrel chronicles our culture’s aesthetic imperative and argues persuasively that it is a vital component of a healthy, forward-looking society.

Virginia Postrel is editor-at-large of Reason and writes the Economic Scence column for The New York Times business section every fourth Thursday. Postrel has been a columnist for Forbes and its companion technology magazine, Forbes ASAP. Her work also appears in such publications as The Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles Times, and The Washington Post. She has also written The Future and Its Enemies.

She serves on the advisory boards of the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education and the Center on Governance at UCLA. Postrel graduated from Princeton University with a degree in English
Upcoming Meetings

October 25, 2004 Annual Business & Technology Showcase 
Please preregister; an attendance list is distributed at the meeting.  Send your check payable to VANJ (charge for members is $25 and $45 for nonmembers), along with this form to be received no later than Monday before the meeting to VANJ, Box 1982, Morristown, NJ 07962-1982.  Telephone reservations are taken only if mail would not be timely.  Call Clara Stricchiola at (973) 631-5680, or fax your reservation to (973) 984-9634 / E-Mail: clara@vanj.com.   There is a $10.00 surcharge for late registrations/payment at meeting.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Your Name:                                                                                            Title:

Company & Type of Industry: 

Address                                                                                              City/State/Zip+4 code                                                                              


                                 Phone:                                 Fax:                                  E-Mail ___________________Amount Enclosed _______________


(Check One)      Entrepreneur              Investor/Lender                Consultant               Seeking New Job _____
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