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June 14, 2011
Carter Weiss, Managing Partner & Frank Lin, Managing Partner
Silas Capital
Marriott Hanover, 1401 Rt. 10 East, Whippany, NJ Phone:  973-538-8811  
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/maps/travel/ewrho-hanover-marriott/
Registration 11:30, Luncheon 12:00 noon – 2:00 PM
VC Investing in Consumer Products – Enabling Emerging Consumer Brands
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As both founders and investors, we've sat on both sides of the table.  Over the course of our combined operating and investing careers spanning 30 years, we've built, funded and supported companies through a number of historic economic cycles.  However, we provide more than just capital to our partners. We actively work with founders and entrepreneurs to help them discover, drive and master the core parts of their businesses in order to help them achieve long-term value, greater brand recognition and increased market share.

Carter Weiss, Managing Partner

Before forming Silas Capital, Mr. Weiss co-founded Built NY, Inc. in mid 2003, and for 6 ½ years as CEO grew the company into an internationally recognized and highly profitable consumer products brand, taking sales from zero to approximately $30 million.  Mr. Weiss oversaw the creation of the BUILT brand, steadily building and enhancing the company’s position in the marketplace with a distinctive brand strategy and product identity.  Under his leadership, Mr. Weiss grew the BUILT brand to what it is today, selling in over 50 countries around the world at retailers including Amazon, Apple, Best Buy, MoMA and Target.  Prior to his role as CEO of Built NY, Mr. Weiss spent 7 years as a venture capitalist.  He was previously a member of corporate venture capital fund Hollinger Capital, where he made successful investments in consumer internet companies such as Shopping.com.  Before Hollinger, he was an Associate at venture capital firm Cornerstone Resources and a M&A analyst at CIS Corporation. Mr. Weiss began his financial career at World Marketing Inc, a Trans World Airlines holding company, where he held various accounting positions.  Mr. Weiss graduated with a BA in Accounting from the Pennsylvania State University.

Frank T. Lin, Managing Partner

Prior to forming Silas Capital, Mr. Lin was a Principal at EuclidSR Partners, a leading venture capital firm focused on early stage investments in technology, business services and healthcare.  Over the past decade, Mr. Lin has been an active investor, operating partner and advisor to founders and managers of emerging companies, and involved as lead investor and Board member for a number of Euclid's successful investments including FatWire Software, SkinMedica, Plateau Systems and KuDOS Pharmaceuticals.  Prior to venture investing, Mr. Lin was a technology start-up entrepreneur.  In 1999, he co-founded and led corporate strategy for MatchMetrix, a consumer-focused software company that developed personalized recommendation technologies for the web.  He wrote the company’s original business plan, raised financing from angel investors and secured early customers as well as partnerships for the company.  Mr. Lin began his career as an analyst working with fund managers at Aberdeen Murray Johnstone Ltd. and Neuberger Berman.  Mr. Lin graduated with honors from the University of Chicago with an AB in Economics.
Upcoming 2011 VANJ Luncheons – Save The Dates
July 19, September 27, October 25, November 18-Expo, December 13
Please pre-register; an attendance list is distributed at the meeting.  Use the form below and mail with your check payable to VANJ (charge for members is $35 and $55 for nonmembers), to be received no later than Monday (12 noon) before the meeting to VANJ, 26 Main Street, Chatham, NJ 07928-2402.  Telephone reservations are taken only if mail would not be timely.  Call Clara Stricchiola at (973) 631-5680, or fax your reservation to (973) 984-9634 / E-Mail: clara@vanj.com.   Door Registrations/Late Registrations - $75
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I will attend the June 14th Luncheon

Your Name:                                                                                            Title:

Company & Type of Industry: 

Address                                                                                              City/State/Zip+4 code                                                                              

Phone: _______                                 Fax:                                  E-Mail ___________________Amount Enclosed _______________
(Check One)      Entrepreneur              Investor/Lender                Consultant               Seeking New Job _____
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